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Dear Families, 
 
This year at Jefferson Elementary School we will be working toward meeting the following school comprehensive education (SCEP) 
goals and will continue to welcome your input on how we can help all students to succeed. We at Jefferson commit to… 
 
Promoting real world skills (i.e. decision-making, self-awareness and critical thinking) in the classroom. 

 Engage students in blended learning 

 Increase executive functioning skills 

 Implement Data Chats 
Increasing student engagement and connectedness to school. 

 Update the Jefferson Communication plan to include students 

 Increase programs and activities that will support social, emotional, and educational needs 

 Promote cultural responsiveness and inclusivity 
Also, we will continue to reinforce positive behaviors and life skills through our PBIS PAW, and Lifelong Guidelines programs. 

You can help at home by practicing basic math facts with your child, reviewing life skills, and ensuring he/she is reading at least 20 
minutes a day. Jefferson’s website includes grade level web pages with monthly updates of the ELA Wonders and Eureka Math         
Curriculums.  Included on each grade level webpage, is a visual of the weekly Wonders sheet that provides the following: story, genre, 
comprehension skill, vocabulary strategy and words, writing traits, grammar, mechanics, spelling words, phonics and high frequency 
words. You will also find Eureka Math Tips for Parents. You may access your child’s weekly ELA sheets and Math Tips for Parents by 
following the steps below: 

Go to :     https://www.uticaschools.org/jefferson for these and other parent resources 
Click on the tab “Class Pages” and select your child’s grade level 
Click on the tab “Monthly Curriculum” and select the month 
Monthly sheets are now visible for you and your child by the week/module 

Continuing to help your child maintain great punctuality and attendance is instrumental in developing positive work habits and        
ensuring success in school.   
 

Progress reports are scheduled to be sent home on October 21st. Please begin speaking with your child about developing learning goals 
for the remainder of Marking Period 1. Please review your child’s learning goals with them regularly to reinforce student growth and 
achievement. 
 
A special thank you to the entire Jefferson community! It is through working together as a team that we all succeed.  Please contact me 
at 315-368-6700 or via email at tnorton@uticaschools.org, if you need anything! 
 

Thank you, 

TriciaMNorton 

https://www.uticaschools.org/jefferson


First graders have learned a lot since the first day of school.  During Unit 1 of the   
Wonders Reading program we discovered ways in which we are all special. Our skills 
focused on short vowel sounds and letter blends. In Unit 2 of Wonders we will be      
exploring what makes a community and our skills will introduce long vowels,            
contractions, plural nouns and proper nouns.  In math we have been working hard on 
our addition strategies and have started working on subtraction too.  As always,       
continue to practice high frequency words and math facts at home.  
 
Here are some fun ways to practice spelling words at home: 
 

1. Spell the word out loud and jump on the vowels.  
2. Use water and a paint brush to spell out the words, watch them dry up and  

disappear.  
3. Sing out words.  
4. Scramble up the letters of the words and sort them out. 

We are so glad to have all of our new friends with us in Kindergarten this year!  We 
have a lot of hard working students.  In reading, we have been working on our letters 
and sounds for a, m, and s.  We are starting to make words and blend the sounds of 
those letters together to read the words.  We’ve learned high frequency words such as: 
I, can, we, the, see.  In math, we are writing numbers 0-10 and counting those numbers 
both forwards (0-10) and backwards (10-0).    Please continue to practice these skills at 
home as well as writing their own name.  We are looking forward to a great year with 
our classes! 



Welcome back to a new school year Grade 2! As we commence the new school 
year, second grade students are studying with Wonders Smart Start and ELA Unit 1: 
"Friends and Family!" -- focusing on the central theme of the importance of friendship 
and families around the world and on reading, writing, listening and writing skills,   
grammar, spelling and reading comprehension. In Mathematics, we are studying       
Eureka Math focusing on studying place value, counting and comparison of numbers to 
1,000. In Science, we are studying the Engineering Design process and in Social   
Studies, we are learning about today and history long ago and how our world changes 
over time! Please note, parents may support academic growth and achievement by   
encouraging independent reading and math practice at home.  Please monitor     
homework completion to support your child's continuing academic growth and   
achievement!  
           
Thank you for all you do and Happy Fall Season to all! 

Third Grade is off to a great start!  We have begun Multiplication and are learning how 
to use it to solve Division. We make and build arrays and tape diagrams.  In ELA we 
are reading Realistic Fiction, Biographies and Fantasies.  We are learning about    
Forces in Science and communities in Social Studies.  Please remember to practice 
your multiplication facts and read at home every day.  



Our 5th grade students have been working very hard on place value and decimal fractions.  We 
are currently learning how to multiply and divide decimal and whole numbers in Module 2. 
Please encourage your child to practice their multiplication math facts as these fundamental 
skills are crucial to the success of the upcoming module lessons.  Students can go on zearn.org 
for additional practice to develop the necessary skills that are needed in our classroom.   
 
In ELA, students have been reading passages that focuses on the big idea, “Where can an idea 
begin?”  It is very important that our 5th grade students are reading daily for at least 20 
minutes at home.  This will help to improve reading fluency and comprehension.   
 
Please visit the “Student Links” page which is provided on our school website.  These sites will 
greatly assist your child to reinforce math and literary skills.  As always, we greatly appreciate 
your support at home. 

 

The children are off to a great start! We've become reacquainted, made new friends, 
and are ready to explore the wealth of learning that the Grade 4 curriculum has to      
offer.  
 
We've been studying place-value, comparing and 
rounding numbers, how animals are classified, the 
continents and oceans that make up our world, and 
have read some interesting stories. 
 
Friendly reminder: Please have your child bring a 
water bottle with them to school each day.  



Students in our class are having a great start to the school year!  They have been 

working very hard to learn lots of new routines like how to walk in the hallway and eat 

in the lunchroom. They are reading about signs of Fall with squirrels gathering acorns 

and children picking apples.  Best of all, they have been learning to be good friends 

and help each other.   

 
 
We have been off to a great start in 6th grade so far!  The students have adjusted well 

to the new sixth grade routines – (especially mastering their locks and lockers).  We 

had our first Student of The Month assembly so congratulations to our winners!  We are 

looking forward to many more this year!  6th graders have been busy working on math-

ematical operations with decimals so please encourage your child to continue to prac-

tice their math facts!  It helps so much throughout the entire year for math!  Please feel 

free to contact us at any time with any questions or concerns you have for your child.  If 

you have not joined our Class Dojo class, please consider doing so. We are looking for-

ward to a fabulous fall season and rest of our first marking period!    



Layla Shah 
Justin Htoo 
Joseph Kobielski 
Antonio Guzman 
Faith Andino 
Sisi Win 
Aheri Velte 
Madison Nadarevic 
Shelley Rotach-Yozzo 
Mursal Barakzai 
Mikaela Duniec 
Owen Depalma 
 
 

Madison Gadziala 
Jevaeh Palmer-Watson 
Vienna Evans 
McKenzie Thornton 

 
We have again begun this year, live zoom morning announcements 

with, Olivia, Naiomi, Zin, Gabriella and Julianna each morning.  Every 

classroom teacher connects to the morning announcement zoom link so 

all students can see and hear the announcements.   

Each morning the students say the Pledge of Allegiance then announce 

the weather, lunch for the day, quote of the day, joke of the day, did you 

know fun fact and school activity reminders. 

There is now a “Joke Box” at the security station for anyone that would 

like to contribute a joke.  The anchors will read the joke and 

acknowledge the student on air. 

If you would like to see the morning announcements, they are recorded, 

then linked on our webpage so parents/guardians can view them each 

day.  Click on the attached picture on our webpage to view the           

announcements. 

 

Alessandra Park 
Rashi Daroe 
Joseph Etman 
Valerie Antanavige 
Nyomi Prescod 
Leah Jackson-Carey 
Anastasia Rollins 
Brian Herron 
Ader Mendez Liriano 
Siranoush Marashian 
Alfrendo Troutman 
Andy Chavez Ventura 
 
 
 



  

 

Any bussing issues can be directed to Durham 

Student Bussing Services.  We are sending 

messages via Class Dojo to let parents know when busses will be late and when they 

have left the school.  Please be sure you have set up your 

classroom Dojo app to receive these and other important 

messages. 

 

 

 



The Jefferson STEAM   

Makerspace Summer Pro-

gram is an exciting initiative 

that brings exploration,         

creativity, and hands-on 

learning to the classroom 

and beyond. With          

Makerspace, students work 

on their own or in teams to 

build, create, learn and 

solve. Makerspace covers 

topics like robotics, physics, 

coding, electricity, and 

more. Makerspace projects: 

Include ELA Skill       
integration 

Engage students in 
hands-on projects 

Develop problem-
solving skills and en-
courage self-direction 

Foster teamwork, deci-
sion-making,         
creativity, and higher-
level thinking 

Supports STEAM, so-
cial studies, and vo-
cational education 
curriculum -Follett 
Learning 



October 18th—Picture Day 

October 19th—Dine & Donate @ Texas 
                            Roadhouse 
 
October 20th– PTO Meeting 8:35 am 
 
October 21st—$1 Popcorn Fundraiser 
 
October 24th—Fire Prevention Assembly 
 
October 27th—SOM/PAW Awards 
 
October 28th—Crazy Hat Day 
 
November 2nd—Trunk & Treat 6 to 7 pm 
 
November 8th—Superintendent’s Day— 
     No School for Students 








